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SCHOOL CHILDREN JOIN THE I.T. CROWD 
Sixty primary school kids are now the proud owners of laptops and internet dongles thanks to the e-Learning Foundation who secured a £20,000 donation from the Santander Foundation.

Argyle Primary School serves a disadvantaged community in central London and ranks highly on the deprivation index.  The project will provide 60 Year 5 pupils with new lightweight computers for use both at home and at school as well as an internet dongle to allow those who might not have the provision of the internet at home to have access.
Valerie Thompson, Chief Executive at the e-Learning Foundation said: “In a 21st century global economy our children will need state-of-the-art information technology abilities.  Far too many of our socially disadvantaged school children are denied access to the Internet and have very limited IT skills. It is a great testimony to the leadership team at this school that they recognise how important it is to ensure every child has the same opportunity.”
Samuel Jones, Branch Manager at Santander’s High Holborn branch: “I have thorough enjoyed my visit to the school today to see the children presented with their laptops.  I hope that the children benefit greatly from using the laptops and are able to expand their knowledge and learning by having access to the World Wide Web.”
The e-Learning Foundation is dedicated to ensuring that every child in the UK has home access to learning technologies.  In the last seven years the e-Learning Foundation has supported over 400 schools to provide 100,000 school age children with personalised learning technologies to use at home as well as at school.   
-ENDS-
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Note to Editors

About the e-Learning Foundation:

The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have home access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn, especially a computer and the Internet.
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The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning at home as their better off peers. 

The Foundation is funded through the public, private and third sector in the form of Government grants, commercial sponsorship, grants and donations. 

www.e-learningfoundation.com
Interviews available on request. PR Contact: Jim Cooper at the e-Learning Foundation on 01932 796134 or e-mail jim@e-learningfoundation.com
About Santander

Santander is a retail and commercial bank, based in Spain. Founded in 1857, Santander has 90 million customers, around 14,000 branches – more than any other international bank – and over 170,000 employees. In the UK, Santander operates two retail businesses – Santander, which was formed out of the Abbey and Bradford & Bingley retail network, and Alliance & Leicester.  Together they have over 1,300 branches, around 4,500 cash machines and they provide a full range of retail and corporate banking services to 24 million customers.

Santander Foundation

The Santander Foundation works closely with charities and voluntary organisations, particularly in areas where Santander has a significant presence.  This year the Foundation will donate £3 million to charities.  Donations can be given to projects that support disadvantaged people through; education and training; and financial advice.  £28 million has been contributed to the community since 1990. For more information please visit: www.santanderfoundation.org.uk/
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