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overcoming the digital divide




10,000+ households to get wifi Broadband in Leigh Park

A grant from the e-Learning Foundation to Park Community School has been the catalyst for 10,000+ households community to have access to the Internet.
As a result, residents across the Leigh Park estate in Havant, Hampshire will be able to use wifi Broadband and a community portal to ensure they can participate in the many opportunities that Internet access can offer. The portal is linked to the 16 schools serving the community, giving over 5,000 children the opportunity to go online at home, complete homework and coursework, and pursue their own interests.
It also offers opportunities for adults to improve their skills, knowledge and qualifications in order to benefit from local employment, vital in an area characterised by poor educational achievement (31% of the community have no formal qualifications) and an uncompetitive skills profile.
The system will be financially sustainable going forward through the involvement of advertising by local businesses and users electing to buy a higher speed service than the standard 2MB service.

The launch of the first phase of the programme, serving the Warren Park area of the estate, took place on Friday July 16th at Warren Park Primary School where every pupil already has access to a portable computer, but many pupils lack the Internet at home. Speaking at the launch was David Willetts, MP for Havant and Minister of State for Universities and Science, Chris Anders, Headteacher of Park Community School and Valerie Thompson, Chief Executive of the e-Learning Foundation.
In her speech Thompson referred to the Race Online 2012 mission statement published by Martha Lane-Fox earlier in the week to get every adult in the UK online by 2012. She stated: “In the end much of the success that will be reported in years to come will be down to local initiatives like this, funded by charities, implemented by committed enthusiasts, and supported by local communities. The days of big state funded and directed programmes are over. This is the Big Society in action, with local champions and third sector organisations working together to deliver the help where it’s most needed. “
The whole of Leigh Park should be connected by the end of September. Installation of the wifi network was by Digital Britain Corporation Ltd. Peter Reed-Forrester, Managing Director, has been involved with the programme from the start. Peter plans to roll out the CommunityUk concept across the UK in the coming months and years.
The portal can be viewed at: www.communityuk.net/leighpark
About the e-Learning Foundation:

The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn, and especially at home.

The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning as their better off peers. 

The Foundation is funded through the public, private and third sector in the form of Government grants, commercial sponsorship, grants, donations and affiliation fees. 

Comprehensive information is available on our website can be found at www.e-learningfoundation.com    
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