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overcoming the digital divide




IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Nominet Trust grants funding to e-Learning Foundation for advisory service to schools and families
Internet company makes major donation to e-Learning Foundation
April 26 2010:  The Nominet Trust, a charity created by Nominet, which maintains the .uk register of domain names and is one of the world's largest Internet registries, has made a major donation to the e-Learning Foundation, a charity set up to ensure that all school children in the UK have access to technology for their studies when and where they want to learn. 

The donation will allow the e-Learning Foundation to maintain their advisory service for schools and families through a team of School Liaison Managers covering the country. The service gives schools vital help on how to ensure that all their pupils have the computer and Internet access they need at home as well as at school including:

· Defining the objectives of the programme and developing the best strategy for the school and the families
· Winning parental support and setting up the collection of parental contributions

· Compliance with HMRC rules on Gift Aid to maximise the 28% tax relief

· Assistance with applying for capital grants to go towards the total cost of provision through an equity programme(1)

· Advice on physical and internet safety


The e-Learning Foundation supports projects in UK schools to provide disadvantaged children with home access to learning technologies for their studies and ensure they do not lose out from the digital divide.

Despite living in a digital age, where technology is part of everyday life, an astonishing 1.4 million (2) school age children in the UK live in a household with no computer and a staggering 2 million do not have Internet access either. Over 30% of these children come from single parent households, many whom live in very deprived communities.

“ In choosing to support the e-Learning Foundation we became aware of the many challenges that schools face when they want to help their more disadvantaged families have home access to a computer and the Internet. The advice and support that the School Liaison Managers can give schools is vital so that they do not constantly re-invent the wheel and instead be able to quickly implement an approach that already works in over 400 schools. We are therefore delighted in being able to support the e-Learning Foundation in its invaluable work in erasing the digital divide “, commented Jonathan Welfare, Chairman of Nominet Trust

 “This generous donation from Nominet Trust will enable us to support many more sustainable e-learning projects in schools around the country, ensuring that children have the technology skills required to take them forward in life and help further strengthen home/school links,” commented Valerie Thompson, Chief Executive of the e-Learning Foundation.

“Increasingly, low income families are finding themselves the wrong side of the digital divide and many children in the UK, through no fault of their own, are being kept back in their educational progress through lack of IT access at home,” added Thompson. “Such access should be a right, not a privilege”.

End.

Notes for Editors:

1.
Figures taken from the National Statistics Family Spending Survey 2008.
2.
An equity programme is one where every child in a given group has the same opportunity to take, regardless of whether their parents are able or willing to make a contribution. However a school can only go ahead and run such a programme if they win the support of the majority of parents.
About Nominet Trust:

Nominet Trust is the working name of Nominet Charitable Foundation, a registered charity created by Nominet, which maintains the .uk register of domain names and is one of the world's largest Internet registries. With their grants they back programmes and organisations using IT to benefit society. They aim to support distinctive and inventive Internet-related projects that can make a difference to people, primarily in the areas of education, online safety and inclusion.
About the e-Learning Foundation
The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have home access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn.

The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning at home as their better off peers. The estimated cost of this runs into £billions, and unlikely to be provided by Government alone.

The Foundation is funded through the public, private and third sector in the form of Government grants, commercial sponsorship, grants and donations.

Interviews available on request. PR Contact: Jim Cooper at the e-Learning Foundation on 01932 796134 or e-mail jim@e-learningfoundation.co.uk
