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Charity Launches ‘Me And My Computer’ 
Story Competition For UK Schools

11 March 2010 –  The e-Learning Foundation, a charity dedicated to eradicating the digital divide for school children in the UK, has launched a ‘Me And My Computer’ story competition for pupils, kindly sponsored by Toshiba and Comet.

Children are being invited to explain in their own words what having their own computer to use at school and at home has meant to them.  They can choose any medium they find most appealing – podcast, video, powerpoint etc.

The e-Learning Foundation is especially interested in stories from children attending schools that have been aided by the work of the e-Learning Foundation, who would otherwise not have had access to a computer for their studies.
“So often we hear from parents and teachers about how computers have changed children’s lives, improved their studies and self-motivation, but this is a chance for them to tell us in their own words,” commented Valerie Thompson, chief executive of the e-Learning Foundation. “We are really looking forward to getting a glimpse of their view of the digital world”. 
As a guide a written story should be no more than 500 words, a sound or video recording no more than 5 mins. The only requirement is that the completed work can either be sent to the e-Learning Foundation via email or it can be accessed through a link provided on their website.
The two winners, one from Primary School category and one from Secondary school category, will both receive hi-tech prizes, donated by the sponsors. 
Entries need to be with us no later than Monday 12th April. Winners will be announced on Friday 30th April.  For an entry form please go to:  http://www.e-learningfoundation.com/story-competition
The e-Learning Foundation works with schools nationwide to set up equal opportunities based e-learning programmes in a bid to ensure that all children, regardless of their backgrounds, have access to a computer and the Internet for their studies at home as well as at school.

The e-Learning Foundation is also playing a key role in the government’s Home Access programme, launched this January, by supporting schools who are keen to help their families to successfully apply for their Home Access grant and purchase a computer and one year of Internet access. The programme will help 270,000 families in England.

About the e-Learning Foundation:

The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn, and especially at home.

The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning as their better off peers. 

The Foundation is funded through the public, private and third sector in the form of Government grants, commercial sponsorship, grants and donations. 
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