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overcoming the digital divide




T-Mobile & e-Learning Foundation help pupils at Warrington Primary School get online at home for their studies

Alderman Bolton Primary Benefits From Dongle Deal

9 December 2009: The e-Learning Foundation, a national charity dedicated to erasing the digital divide in the UK, has teamed with mobile operator T-Mobile to enable children at Alderman Bolton Community Primary School in Warrington, Cheshire, to get online using mobile broadband technology.

Alderman Bolton Primary serves an area that has higher than average levels of disadvantage. Nearly half of the pupils are eligible for free school meals.  The proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and/or disabilities is almost twice the national average and increasing.  

The school’s Headteacher, Ms Lyndsey Glass, understands the challenges the school faces and the importance of children having home access to a computer and the Internet to maximise their opportunities and prepare them for Secondary school.  “Home access is very important –  there is so much emphasis now on Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs). Those that can’t get online at home are very, very restricted,” she explained. 

The e-Learning Foundation has worked with T-Mobile to trial a mobile broadband scheme in the school. Ten families in Year 4 who did not have Internet access at home and who were eligible for free school meals have been given T-Mobile dongles on a pilot scheme. The school provided a financial commitment to purchasing the dongles and the parents make a monthly contribution. The remainder is paid for via a grant from the e-Learning Foundation.

“We gave some basic training to the children and they showed their parents how to get onto the Internet using the dongle,” explained Glass. “Parents say they wouldn’t be without the dongles now.  They use the Internet for homework, to go onto the learning platform and as a family for research and social networking. We’ve now got parents in other year groups asking us to extend it”.

“Having Internet access for these children has been a huge motivating factor.  They have a very different attitude to the Samsung Q1 devices they use. It has given them a new sense of responsibility and freedom,” added Glass.
“Shockingly 20% of families still do not have access to the Internet at home.  The mobile broadband scheme at Alderman Bolton shows what can be achieved when a level playing field is created where every child has equal access to the Internet at home to access their learning,” commented Valerie Thompson, Chief Executive at the e-Learning Foundation.

“Home access is now a key part of education. Children without Internet access at home are at a major disadvantage to their peers. At the same time they can show their family how to use the Internet and open up a whole new world, developing new and very important skills to function in our digital age,” added Thompson.

”T-Mobile is very proud to partner the e-Learning foundation on the charity’s managed projects. As a technology based company, T-Mobile can see the benefits of  internet access for all pupils irrespective of their socio-economic situation.” Said Stuart Taylor, National Sales Manager, Public Sector, T-Mobile. ”To thoroughly enhance pupils’ learning experience, T-Mobile enable pupils to have internet access that can be used in a range of locations and situations through the high speed mobile broadband service”.
“T-Mobile’s award winning data network allows pupils to access the internet quickly and securely without being tied to one place. The safe and productive use of the mobile internet by pupils is at the forefront of concerns by parents and guardians, particularly considering society’s current fears regarding children’s excessive and unprotected use of the internet,” added Taylor.
Internet safety is a key concern for T-Mobile “To enhance the safety of children T-Mobile applies rigorous safeguards to customers. The T-Mobile Content Lock solution protects children from inappropriate material by placing 18 rated content, both our own as well as internet content - behind age verified access controls. This is set as ‘on’ by default and applies to all e-Learning Foundation supported pupils to give maximum protection. 
For interactive and social networking sites, all our own services are fully moderated or only available to over 18s and we require that social networking sites comply with Home Office guidance or they are placed behind Content Lock and only available to over 18s”.
Schools affiliated to the e-Learning Foundation can benefit from a T-Mobile deal, through a one year contract, including the dongle, for just over £10 a month + VAT.

T-Mobile is also making a donation to the e-Learning Foundation for every contract sold.

:Alderman Bolton Community Primary School is part of the ‘The Innov8ted Warrington Handheld Learning Network’ . The initiative is made up of five schools in the most deprived areas of the city who have set up their own handheld e-learning programme. The schools involved include Evelyn Street CP School, Oakwood Avenue CP School, St Andrew’s CE School and St Bridget’s Catholic Primary School.  Each of these schools has benefitted from grants from the e-Learning Foundation over the past three years.
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Editor’s Notes:

About T-Mobile

About T-Mobile UK
T-Mobile is one of the world’s largest mobile operators with more than 125 million customers worldwide and is the service provider of choice for 16.7 million customers in the UK. T-Mobile has pioneered the mobile internet, and operates an award-winning 3G network with speeds of up to 4.5Mbps. As a pioneer of deep network sharing in the UK, T-Mobile plans to deliver close to complete population coverage for 3G services in 2010.
About the e-Learning Foundation:

The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have home access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn. 

The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning at home as their better off peers. 

The Foundation is funded through the public, private and third sector in the form of Government grants, commercial sponsorship, grants and donations. 

www.e-learningfoundation.com
Interviews available on request. PR Contact: Jan Howells at the e-Learning Foundation on 01932 796036 or e-mail jan@e-learningfoundation.co.uk
