


Families can get on to the Internet for less than £1 a week!

Leading education charity the e-Learning Foundation has teamed up with mobile phone company Three in a groundbreaking scheme to help schools provide for families whose children can’t get online at home. 

With many internet contracts obtained through the Government’s Home Access programme due to expire in 2011, schools and families can get a new SIM card for use in their dongle for about £1 a week. There are no hidden charges and no run on rates. 

A new dongle, which on a pre-paid basis costs the equivalent of less than £1.20 a week, will work with PCs, laptops and Apple computers. No separate software is needed to initiate the service – the dongle does it all and the price of the dongle is included in Three’s offer.  

A recent survey of teachers confirmed how important it is for children to be able to go online, with over half saying that children who have no access to the internet at home are seriously disadvantaged when it comes to their education. The e-Learning Foundation, which aims to ensure that all children are able to have access to supported learning technologies when and where they need them believes that this fantastic offer to schools enables them to make suitable provision for their most disadvantaged pupils and help close the digital divide.

Chief Executive of the e-Learning Foundation, Valerie Thompson, says: “It is easy to forget that over 1m schoolchildren still cannot go online at home. And while some 230,000 families received a 3G dongle under the Government’s Home Access programme that was launched in January 2010, the free 12 months of internet access is about to come to an end. For around £1 a week children will be able to stay connected.”

Rob Morgan of Three says”    “

Schools wishing to take advantage of the offer should go to www.e-learningfoundation.com/xxxxxx where they will be taken to the European Electronique website where their enquiry will be handled.


Contact – For further information or interview requests contact Sam Cannicott (07771780946)







Notes to Editors

1. About the e-Learning Foundation
The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn, and especially at home.

The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning as their better off peers. 

The Foundation is independent of Government and funded through donations from the private and third sector as well as providing services to schools. 

www.e-learningfoundation.com 

2 TES survey
This was a joint survey conducted by the TES and e-Learning Foundation. 
Survey results:
 When children have no access to the internet at the home are they...
i. Advantaged (6.5%)
ii. Neither advantaged nor disadvantaged (38.5%)
iii. Seriously disadvantaged (55%)
591 teachers from primary and secondary schools took part in an online survey for the TES in November. 
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