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Thousands of families to get help to support their children’s education
Digital Families programme to harness technology to give parents practical help in supporting their children’s learning

Digital Families, an innovative programme that will help parents to support their children’s education through the use of new media and technology, will be launched at the House of Lords on 20 October 2011. The programme, which is supported by Nominet Trust and delivered by national charities the Campaign for Learning and e-Learning Foundation, will work with 14,000 families. It is designed to help parents develop their new media and technology skills, build their understanding of how children learn, and get involved in ways that will support their children’s progress at school. 

Parents have a hugely important role to play in helping their child to succeed at school. They are their child’s first teacher, and their own attitude to learning has an enormous influence on their children’s own ability to learn and academic success. The challenge to schools is how to support parents in this vital role – and that has not proved easy in the past. The Digital Families programme and participating schools will provide this support using technology - which offers exciting, innovative and cost-effective ways to work with families.

The e-Learning Foundation will work with the schools to ensure everyone can take part through good home access to a computer and internet access at home, including low income families who currently are missing out on the benefits of technology for learning.

The programme will be launched on the 20 October, 2011 during the National Family Learning Festival.

Tricia Hartley, the Campaign for Learning’s CEO, described Digital Families as a significant step toward narrowing attainment gaps:

“Unless children and young people have equal access to technology in the home, there are huge restrictions on what teachers can ask pupils to do in terms of research and accessing information outside the classroom. This means the powerful combination of home and school learning may not be fully realized.  Digital Families will support families to get online and help parents to develop the confidence to support learning at home.”

Valerie Thompson, Chief Executive of the e-Learning Foundation, encourages schools and families to take part:

“For far too long we have left it to schools to address all of a child’s learning needs. Yet evidence overwhelmingly confirms that when families are interested in, and involved with, their children’s education then the child does better.  Here is a fantastic opportunity for schools and families to work together, using technology in very practical ways, in the interests of their children.”

Annika Small, Chief Executive of Nominet Trust explained their support for the programme:

“There has been a growing disconnect between formal education and how young people learn outside the classroom. Technology has the potential to bridge this gap by creating stronger links between schools, families and the wider community. Nominet Trust is excited to support the Digital Families programme which uses technology in imaginative ways to engage whole families in learning together.” 

Martha Lane Fox, the Government's UK Digital Champion, who leads the Race Online 2012 campaign, said: 

"The internet has transformed our lives from the way we communicate and learn to how we access information.  Without the net families can be missing out on the chance of a better education for their children.  It is estimated that children from connected families achieve GCSE results that are two grades higher than those that are not.  By offering internet access and skills development, the Digital Families programme will ensure that both children and parents can take advantage of what the net can offer."

Vanessa Pittard, from the School Standards Group at the Department for Education, said:

"How well we equip young people to succeed includes how well they can access the very best that technology has to offer.  Digital Families is an exciting project to help families develop their skills to achieve just that."

For more information about the Digital Families programme please contact Juliette Collier, Deputy Chief Executive and Head of Family Learning  at jcollier@cflearning.org.uk 

----END---
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 ​Notes for Editors

About the Digital Families Programme
Digital Families is a dynamic new programme to engage and excite 14,000 families in learning through new media and digital technology. The programme will be underpinned by training for Digital Champions to provide on-going local support. The project will also deliver strategic ICT support to schools and give families access to the resources they need at home to help their children learn effectively. The new training and resources will rolled out across England through the National Family Learning Network to enable anyone working with families to create their own Digital Families programme. The work will be delivered by Campaign for Learning in an exciting new partnership with the e-learning Foundation.

About the Campaign for Learning
The Campaign for Learning is an independent charity working to put learning at the heart of social inclusion. It was set up by the Royal Society of Arts in 1995 to champion the cause of lifelong learning and became an independent charity in 1997. The Campaign delivers innovative projects, conducts research and examines the impact of policy on learning and learners. It co-ordinates practitioner networks including the National Family Learning Network, and runs national engagement campaigns including the National Family Learning Festival – the biggest celebration of family learning in the country. www.campaignforlearning.org.uk
About the e-Learning Foundation
The e-Learning Foundation was launched in 2001, to ensure that every schoolchild in the UK should have access to learning technologies when and where they want to learn, and especially at home. The Foundation, a registered charity, aims to bridge the digital divide and ensure that all children, irrespective of their background, can have the same access to technology for learning as their better off peers. The Foundation is independent of Government and funded through donations from the private and third sector as well as providing services to schools.  www.e-learningfoundation.com 

About Nominet Trust
Nominet Trust is a social investor that supports people committed to using the internet to address social problems. Through investments of £5 million+ p.a., Nominet Trust supports a range of charities and social enterprises that use the internet to support vulnerable people, improve health and well-being, encourage entrepreneurship and promote education. Research and evaluation underpin Nominet Trust’s work, ensuring that its investments make maximum social impact. www.nominettrust.org.uk 
About Race Online 2012
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) research was conducted between 16th September and 9th October 2009. For a full copy of the PwC report and a Manifesto for a Networked Nation please refer to: http://raceonline2012.org/manifesto 
As part of their promise to Race Online 2012 brand communications agency 23 Red created the Go ON badge – a visual and messaging device that makes it incredibly easy for organisations and companies to promote the benefits of the internet in communications. It also helps to unify all the valuable initiatives that are available to people who are taking their first steps online. Organisations can find our more at www.raceonline2012.org/go-on 

         
About the National Family Learning Festival
The Family Learning Festival is the biggest celebration of family learning in the country giving family friendly organisations the opportunity to reach new families and bring communities together to learn in different and exciting ways. For the families who attend, the Festival provides the opportunity to try something new, spend quality time together, see the enjoyment and benefit learning has to offer and gain the confidence and motivation to continue learning. The 2011 Family Learning Festival takes place from 15-30 October and is supported by Toshiba and Prospects. www.familylearningfestival.com
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